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THIRD (ENULL REPORT OF THE PUSLIC CU+ RLI&N
tiscel yecer ending June 30, 1942

To the Honorcble Borrd oI ouservisors,
County of Lot Angeles, (rlifornia.

Centlenen:

The Office ol Public Cusrcirn is of necessity in close contect
with those egencles thet cupervise #nd cere Tor the nentelly 111,
The history of mentel ccses hes shovn thet provicion for their cere,
comfort end control has elveys legeed behind the incresse in the
mentelly ill populetion. Calitornis in genert¢l end Los Anseles

County in perticuler scem: Ter in the l2ed of other stetes ¢nd coun-
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ties in their cere, nevertheless the mentelly i1ll populction over-
crowds its inetitutions bvoth publice ena privete. This depertrent
thru the medium of rurrcisnships concerng itesclf vith hendling the
business sffrire of those mentelly 11l end sinors who heve no one to
do it for them, sné the number ls inerec:sing repilély.

Puring the fiscel yeer encing June 30, 1948 over 6,000 ceses
pessed through the locel mentel heslth court. Thie ic in excess of
500 ceases per ronth of ¢£ll types, inclucine stimulints. The nunber
mey seem lerpe but in & county of over 4,500,000 people the percent-
tee 1z sbout 1 to etch 8,000 of Lopulction ver month. The percentege
will &lveys be lerger then other sress since Southern Celifornie ct-
trects the elderly beceuse of its fevoreble climete. Those vho he-
come incompetent :WUST be teken care of.

During the fiscel yeer just ended this office palid to Los

Angeles County the sum of $31,840.42, es follows:

To Wentel heclth Tepertment Al S B0
To Lepartment of Charities $29. 323,739

Totsl %31,840.42



This amount is an increese of $3,783.48 over the preceding year and
is $13,255.42 in excess of salaries paid the entire staff of this
office.Thé indirect benefits to the county tex. .payers, however, are
much greater. We have approximately 400 wards receiving 01ld Age

istance or Blind Aid which they could not receive unless they had
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a Guardian. For each 100 such cases it would cost the County 100 x
60 x 12 or $72,000 per year for their care if they did not have a
Guerdian. However, the County's portion of each $60 grant is ©5.00
per month, therefore because there is & Guardian, the County's por-
tion of the cost would be 100 x 5 x 12 or $6,000, a saving of $66,000
per year per 100 such patients. The actual saving to the County is
somevhere between 3 or 4 times $#66,000 per year.

In cold dollars and cents this office Tully Juskifies dts emis—
tence. 1In addition it nerforms = distinet service to incompetents
who have no one to fight their battles for them. Their properties,
often considered lost, are redeemed and protected. At the present
time this office has three cases where the wards have been imposed
upon by unscrupulous and designing peoule to the extent of losing
their homes. 1In one case the Public Cuardisn nhas begun an action to
have the deed set aside and in the other two those who obtained title
have agreed to deed back the property after being advised of the
acticn the Public Guardisn would tzke to protect the ward. The pro-
perty thus reclaimed will provide funds to take cere of the patients
the rest of their lives, and the County will ke sezved the burden of
caring for them. In another case & property wss immediately deeded
back to the patients, an elderly couple, by a neighbor who had sc-
aquired it without proper consideration, when he discovered that the
Public Guardian was interested in the case.

In meny cases these eiderly people have abandoned property



thinkine it hed been lost for celincuent texes or stroet boncs, vhen
in fect the richts of recemption hcd not Lspeed. Beverel peroels
ol aronsrty vere rodeened by thiz offlce wlthin the yesr. Thus the

1

nropsriy ve e put brek on & tex Leying besis end the verd recovered

come ol bis investment.

There is enother function of this office. There rre neny wmen=
tel ceses urgently in need of custocisl ¢ire thit Fove no one to teke
the necesssry sten. UncGer :uthoriiy of Section 5047 of the Welf:re
tna Institutions Code the Public Currcizn files on *“he se peonle #fter
cue investipetion cnd they :re tiken into custody, pleced under ob-
cervotion on the Psychopethic Verd end in cue time heve - heering,

A very pr:oticel methoo of prucedurs hes been vworked out vith the
cegsistence of the Deprrtment ol Cheritiecs vhere moet contrets vith
these ceses is Tiret mede. Where & ¢ se ig relerreq dor Eilins &
thoroush investi:etion ir wmrde onc in meny instznces other solutions
of the problem cre found.  NO ONF I& B ILROAKEIL! The plen wes becun
Mey 2lst, 1948 znd by June 30th 20 crses hud been ¢isvposea of.

11 vere eiven custodi:1l ¢cre £1é 9 vere fojusted in some other set-
isfzctory mennecr.

The sctlvities of this ofiive cre on the inerezse, In consider-
ing the volume of vork e ng con:couent need for ineresse in person-
nel ena supplies one is inclinsd Lo compere the work of this office
with that of the Public foe-inistrrtor. This is not ¢ proper comperi-
son a5 & Guercienship is & GOLNG CONCEEN. 'The taninistretion of the
estete of ¢ decersed person is usuelly corpleted end cloced in &

rcesonsbly short time. The Guerdicnebip continues es long ¢

8 the

verag lives or until rostored to cepeclty, rnd in the cese of minor
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until ke resches his mejority.

The werd rust be fed, clothed, bills reié, reats collected,
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gecounts kept, verioaiec renorts made to the Court, properties solad,
tzxes veld, incowme tex computea, reported fnd eld vhen due. unele-
tives contacted, lew suits inastituted or cefended. There is endless
corregpondence regerdéing the verd's effalrs with verious gersons ena
grencies. Precticelly sll legel papers sre prepeéred in this office.
It is otten necessery to have gncillary osrocecaincs in other stites
vhere the wverd ovns orocerty.

FINANCLAL

Cesh on depogit with County Tro:zsurer 6/30/L7 $1172,603.96
Receipts Guring fiscel yeer A0 64105

Sl ST
Lisbureed seme neriod { 2380, 467.85
On dsposit in County Treesury 6/30/.48 $134,777.16
On deposit in Celifornle Bank 6/30/L8 2,2,8.00

Totel benk encd County Tre:sury £137,125.16

-0Q00~
Totel eppointments & pending 1936 to 6/20/48 1759
Total céisch:rees seme period 1259
Active end pending cesas Yune 30, 1948 509

The Public £t leree, especiclly those in the medicel end legel
fields enureciste the need of en ezency such ¢g this derertment
offers end herdly e dey coes by but thit there : re one or nore
cells for information or request for ssgistance. They of course
leern t het this Gepertment functions Tor the benefit ol thosge vho
heve no one eble or willing to sct for thewm, end is not designed to
shift the expense or unpleasent cduty to the County when there issome
one evelileble to handle the pbroblen.

Very often Gusrcienship matters couwe before the Court gnd the

petitioner or his nominee ie not setisfectory to the Judee. The

netter i1s often referred to this office. It 1g & source of ruch

¥

setisfection to the Public Gurrdien thet his work hes the spprovel

of the Courts end ettorneys. He 1lg zlso very er:teful for the co-
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operetion of other Gensptoments of the County some of which, such s
the Lepartment of Cherities, wmecical Soeicl Vorkerz, Heulth Lepert-
ment, Public Administretor, County Curveyor, Mentel Heelth Lepert=
mant, Sheriff's Office ¢nd Police Lepe rtinents meke the most frequent
contects,

In no fieléd is there & grecter opportunity Ior ch: riteble 1ind=-
ed people to elleviate the sufierving or tdc¢ to the comfort of men-
kind then in the reelw of the rentelly 11l. Host of the petisnts
ere merely deteriorsted due to old ege ¢no cre in NO vey to he
clessificd es insene. They should be kenpt occupied whenever possi-
ble. Potients vith little or no funcs misht be supplied with
cloerettes or some simple luzury, or perhcps & wheel chelr, velker,
erutches or other ccuivaent. «rringements misht be provided for en

incepaciteted reletive to viclt the petisnt, or vice verse.

Ly

iny verson vishing to meke ¢ gitt or memorizl could Tind no
more worthy outlet then thet ol endovins en institution Tor the
cere of the mentelly 111 vho h:ve little of thls world's godss Or
they misht contribute by vill or othervise to & fund to be used for
the study, cire gndé prevention of nmentzl ulserscs.

Thies office is understsailet &nc in need of 1lfrger querters, but
is endesvoring to the besgt ol ite «bility due to ¢ very loyel steff
to nieet the cemends mede upon it. 4ppropricste legisletion is to be
sourht £t the next session to increrse the elfectiveness of the de-

pertment snd cerheps its incone.

hespectfully submitted.
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GBLBs Le JVeRSHIENER, =
Public Guerdien.





